526 New Britain Road 
Corner Main Street and New Britain Road 
1872 


Otto Ferdinand Foglestrand (1843-1937), a modler, 
immigrated from Sweden about 1858-1860; & Julia 
Gebhardt (1849-1928). 

Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 125 
1872 Otto Foglestrand current owner: Earl Wicklund & Joseph Shyed Victorian 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1872 current owner: EW Realty LLC 
Sketch 


Genealogy 


Otto Ferdinand Foglestrand (1843-1937) immigrated from Sweden about 1858-1860. In 1870 he 
married Julia Gebhardt (1849-1928) daughter of Philip Gebhardt & Josephine Moser. In 1872 they 
bought land from Milo & Rhoda Hotchkiss. He was a modeler. They moved to San Francisco, California 
and later Springfield, Massachusetts. They died in Springfield, 
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Otto Foglestrand House 
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16 INTERRE LATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In a row of mostly 19th-century houses, overlooking downtown Kensington. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


A two-story semi-octagonal bay projects from the Otto Foglestrand House's 
narrow gable-end facade; above is an overhanging gable-roofed attic 
story supported at the rake ends with large jigsawn brackets with turned 
pendants and incised floral designs. Scalloped shingles have been 
applied between stories and the gable peak. The rectangular attic win- 
dow has diamond-pane sash. Other windows have diamond-pane upper sashes 
and single-pane lower sashes. Both left and right elevations have at 
the rear one-story flat-roofed semi-hexagonal extensions. On the left, 
a one-story flat-roofed porch leads to a side entry in the front of 

the wing. The porch features a cut-out slat railing with diamond and 
arrow motifs, square posts, and a drilled frieze. 


Architecturally, the Otto Foglestrand House is significant as one of 

the best and most original examples of Victorian Vernacular architecture. 
Elaborate wooden decoration, made affordable by 19th-century advances 

in wood-forming technology, is a hallmark of the style. Typical Vic- 
torian Vernacular features in the Foglestrand House include the decorative 
shingles, cut-out slat porch railing, and jigsawn brackets. The diamond- 
pane sash is more commonly seen in early 20th-century houses, but may 
well be original. Like the irregular massing of the house and the 
overhanging attic, it suggests the influence of the Queen Anne style. 


Otto Foglestrand bought this houselot in 1872 from Milo and Rhoda Hotch- 
kiss, who once owned much of this section of Kensington. At the time, 
Kensington's commercial center was just beginning a major (continued) 


Berlin Land Records 37 (1872) 


‘Otto Foglestrand House ; 


19. (continued) : 


period of expansion. Greater ethni'c diversity was part of that growth, 
with people of German heritage, such as Foglestrand, making up one of 
several small non-Yankee groups. 


